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Cultural Functions of Visual Media Advertisements

Afsar Afshaar Naaderi'

Abstract

The word “advertisement” means to affect minds; it is a kind of argumentation in which the
end is of greater importance than the content. It aims at persuading others to change their
minds, their attitudes and eventually their action by using determined symbols such as words,
hints, posters, monuments, music, clothing, hair cut, signs, patterns on coins, stamps and
alike. Advertisement wants to influence certain individuals, to make people stand for an
ideology, party or any political association, and to evoke individuals to do specified action or

actions favoring advertiser’s goals.

The present paper is to point to the social conventions and to account how ideological
inspirations come to occur to us in the form of cultural symbols. In doing so, TV ads and their
meaningful interrelations, since 1 months ago, are examined by content analysis. During the
introductory phase, two things were done: first, practicing the act of encoding to enhance
exactitude and rapidity and second, exactly accounting and defining the visual and verbal

categories and, hence, legitimating the framework by methodology so that it brings facility

' - Ph. D of Cultural Management
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and validity for encoder. The mentioned categories in encoding process are “main picture”,
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“gender”, “validity”, ’role”, “award/prize”, “reasons”, space” and “inspired concepts”.

Findings reveal the fact that, although media messages are not always successful in
identification and making connection with its receiver (the audience); but messages as they
are broadcast become widespread and by becoming widespread they strengthen and hence

create the possibility for themselves to endure and persist in society.
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